








The Christian Ievaw, 


——- ——-- 


Vou. VIII. Sarurpay, Marcu 16, 1822. No. XXI. 


Seem 





























Miscellany. 


MEMOIRS OF JOHN BECK, 


The late venerable Greenland Missionary, who served in that Mission 
forty-three years. 


(Translated from the German for the Christian Herald.) 
(Concluded from page 613.) 


Havine been at Breslau on several occasions, and knowing that some 
of the Lutheran persuasion lived there, we shaped our course thither. 
But after having travelled several days without any thing to eat, hunger 
at last compelled us to beg a piece of bread of some good people. It 
' so happened that we entered Schweinbraten, a Prussian village, not far 
from the city of Streelen, where a farmer, whose wife wasa native of 
Rosnitz, received us in avery humane manner. After several days con- 
tinuance there, we were informed, that people of religious sentiments, 
such as we manifested, lived at a place called Herrnhuth, in Upper Lu- 
satia.. From that moment, we had no rest in our minds, but longed to 
see Herrnhuth, because we beheld ourselves surrounded by corruptions, 
and expected there to find what we were in quest of, viz.: a body of 
people who loved the Saviour supremely, and each other cordially. 

But as my youngest sister, Elizabeth, had before my imprisonment en- 
treated me not to be unmindful of her, if ever the Lord should bring me 
to some of his children, and because the Lord had also made me instru- 
mental in her conversion, I once more retraced my steps, a fortnight af- 
ter our elopement from prison, in order to fetch her away. Being ar- 
rived at the village of Pummerswiz, distant about five miles from my 
parental home, where our late brother Frederick Martin then was, I 
met with Matthew Freundlich, a brother from Herrnhuth, who gave me a 
circumstantial account of the Brethren at that place, and directed me 
which course to take, in order to arrive there. Here I likewise learned, 
that after I had left the prison, my father had been put into confinement 
for several days, but that he had since been set at liberty. From this 
place I departed at night, and brought out my sister without the know- 
ledge of my parents, although the whole family slept in the same apart- 
ment. Calling her softly by name through the window, she merely re- 
plied: “ Do you not observe any watchmen around the house? Only 
go into the garden, and I shall be there immediately.” She according- 
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ly left the chamber in her night dress, and on coming up to me, she said, 
“ This is a miracle wrought by God. He has sent his angel before you, 
who has protected you; for, ever since your elopement, government 
have placed centries every night around our house, who were commis- 
sioned to deliver you up, either dead or alive, in case you should make 
your appearance.” We travelled under the gracious protection of our 
dear Saviour, without money or passport, barefooted and in mean cloth- 
ing, and although we were obliged to sleep almost every night in the 
open air, and often lost our way in the woods, in dark and rainy nights, 
we yet arrived with a cheerful heart at Herrnhuth, May 31, 1732, which 
was the day before Whitsuntide. 

The brethren and sisters received us with much cordiality and affec- 
tion, and although at that time scarcely any business was doing, they fur- 
nished us notwithstanding with an abundant supply of temporal and spi- 
ritual food, for which we were truly grateful. Being present for the first 
time at a meeting which Count Zinzendorf held for the young men, he 
asked me, what had induced me to come hither. I replied, “ that I de- 
sired to be wholly devoted to our Saviour, and to rejoice in His love.” 
He then said: “ If that be your sole desire, you may gratify it 
here.” Now I felt like being at home; and although at this time no 
work could be got at Herrnhuth, but we had to go to Lobau and other 

laces in quest of it, still I was very loath to miss one opportunity for 
Sensing the word of God, and therefore used to go late in the evening to 
Herrnhuth, and return early im the morning to my daily labour. In this 
manner, I procured a comfortable living, and was enabled to purchase 
clothes, so as to be a burden to none, and to owe no man any thing, but 
to love one another. 

When on January 19, 1733, the first three brethren went as mission- 
aries to Greenland, Christian David, one of them, said to me at parting, 
*¢ Suffer yourself to be prepared by our Saviour for his service, since ina 
twelvemonth you are to follow us, for at Herrnhuth you will not stay.” 
These words made a deep impression upon me; and when, in‘autumn, 
letters arrived from Greenland, I received one from brother Matthew 
Stach, stating his wish that I might join them in the ensuing spring. The 
board of elders, seeing this letter, soon after determined upon my going 
to Greenland next season. In the fall of the year, I once more travelled 
to my native country, and brought out from thence brother John Had- 
wig, and my eldest sister, Anne, who each had testified a great desire 
to emigrate. Having taken an affectionate leave of my parents, I re- 
turned to Herrnhuth, once more experiencing the wonderful and gra- 
cious protection of our Saviour, so that we passed on unmolested. . 

Towards the close of this year, Count Zinzendorf said to me, ina 
meeting of the brethren: “ So, you are going to Greenland? Indeed, you 
look much like a Greenlander!” I replied, “ I am the Lord’s, let Him 
do with me as seemeth good in His sight !” And when afterwards he an- 
nounced my resolution to the congregation, he said among other things, 
** Who should have expected to see such a people assembled here in this 
wilderness ?* Who should have conceived the notion of sending the 
Gospel from this spot, among the negroes and other Heathen ?” &c. 


* Referring to Herrohuth, which but 10 years before was a wild, uncultivated, 
marshy tract of jand. 
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and concluded by saying, ‘‘ Who should have thought, that our brother 
Beck, who has just warmed himself a little at the fire of the congrega- 
tion, should so soon repair to Greenland ?” 

Accordingly, on the 10th of March, 1734, I left Herrnhuth for Green- 
land, in company with our late Brother Frederick Bohnish ; and al- 
though we encountered many difficulties at Copenhagen, yet the Lord 
helped us, so that we were enabled to set sail in a small vessel, destined 
for the colony at Christian’s-haab. There being but three sailors on 
board, we had to take our turns in doing duty upon deck. Being safely 
arrived at Christian’s-haab, we aided Christian David and other bre- 
thren in establishing this colony on a more permanent footing. Ha- 
ving despatched our business there, we finally sailed in another ship 
for Gothaab, where we arrived on the 19th of August, to the great joy 
of our brethren at New Herrnhuth. From that period to the present 
time, I have been enabled, by the grace of my adorable Redeemer, to 
rm in his service among the poor souls, in this dreary region of the 
globe. 


Lord Jesus receive 

The thanks I can give : 

O, that to Thy praise 
Each blood drop within 
Me, were hallow’d always. 


Lichtenfels, Greenland, May 6, 1775. JOHN BECK. 


It is greatly to be regretted, that our late brother could not be prevail- 
ed upon to continue the narrative of the remarkable incidents of his 
long, laborious, and useful life. When urged to do so, he would reply : 
‘¢ T have but very little to add; our dear Saviour has brought me, a poor 
sinner, thus far, supported me amidst all my weakness, and done greater 
things for me, than I could ever think or hope for. As for the rest, you 
find a correct statement in Crantz’s history of this mission, how I fared 
from year to year; and if my fellow labourers wish to mention any 
further particulars, they are able to do so, from the long acquaintance they 
have had with me.” 

The translator here takes the liberty of inserting an extract from 
David Crantz’s history of the Greenland Mission, to which the venera- 
ble Beck refers. In this extract, the reader will find an account of the 
first success which the preaching of the gospel to the Greenland Hea- 
then was attended with, after five years apparently fruitless toil and la- 
bour. A brief account of the leading events of the remainder of bro- 
ther Beck’s life, and his happy death, from a manuscript now in the trans- 
lator’s possession, will conclude these memoirs. 

Extract from the diary of the Greenland missionaries in 1738. (Vol. 
I. p. 490. German Original.) 

On the 2d of June we had a visit from many Greenlanders, living to- 
wards the south, who passed by our habitation. John Beck was just 
then engaged in making a fair copy of the translation of the four gos- 
pels. The Heathen, who entered the house, were curious to know the 
contents of the book. He read a portion of it, and took occasion from 
this, to enter into a discourse with them. He asked them, whether they 
had each an immortal soul? They replied in the affirmative. He fur- 
ther inquired: Where their souls would go, when their bodies died ? 
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Some said, upwards, and others, downwards. Having rectified their 
ideas on this head, he next asked them: Who had made heaven and 
earth, mankind and all visible things? They said, they did not know, 
neither had they ever heard; but they supposed, some rich and great 
Lord. He then related to them, how-God had made all things well, 
and man in particular ; but how by their disobedience mankind had fal- 
len, and were plunged into extreme misery and perdition ; how God had 
mercy on us, and assumed our nature, to the end that He might suffer 
and die, and thereby redeem mankind. ‘That we were required to _be- 
lieve in Him, if we desired to be saved. On this occasion, the Holy 
Spirit moved brother Beck to give them a lively representation of the 
sufferings and death of Jesus. He exhorted them in the most affecting 
manner, to consider, how much it had cost our Saviour to ransom us 
—to surrender themselves to Him, as His dearbought property, seeing 
that wounds, and blood, and death, were the price of our redemption ; 
yea, that such was the agony of His soul, that it had caused His sweat 
to be as great drops of blood. He then read to them, from the New 
Testament, the history of the Saviour’s sufferings and bloody sweat on 
Mount Olivet. ‘Then it was that the Lord opened the heart of one, 
whose name was Kajarnak. He stepped up to the table and said, in a 
loud and entreating tone of voice: “ How was that? Repeat it once 
more, for I too should like to be saved !’* Having never heard such 
expressions dropped by a Greenlander, brother Beck writes, “ these words 
thrilled through my whole frame, and excited such an emotion within my 
breast, that I immediately, with tears in my eyes, laid before this Green- 
lander the whole history of Jesus’ sufferings, and the will of God con- 
cerning our salvation.” In the mean time, the other missionaries return- 
ed home from their excursions, and joyfully commenced a further deli- 
neation of the way to happiness for these Heathens. Some of them laid 
their hands on their mouths, as they are wont to do, when they are great- 
ly surprised ; others who did not relish the preaching, secretly left the 
room; others requested that we might also teach them to pray; and 
when we had taught them, they would repeat the words very often, that 
they might not escape their memories. In short, an emotion was evi- 
dently observed among them, the like of which we had never witnessed 
before. At parting, they promised to call again, because they wished to 
hear the word once more, and report it to their people. 

These savages were as good as their word, and of Kajarnak in 
particular, it is further stated: “ He repeated his visits frequently, 
and finally removed to our premises. When we speak with him, 
he is oft-times so much affected, that tears roll down his cheeks.” 
On the 29th of March, the year following, the missionaries had the un- 
speakable pleasure of baptizing him, as the first fruits of the Greenland 
nation, together with his wife, his son, and his daughter, when Kajarnak 
received the name of Samuel. 

August 19, 1736, brother Beck was united in holy matrimony to Ro- 
sina Stach, a sister of Matthew Stach, one of his first fellow labourers. Their 
union was blest with five sons and four daughters, Jacob, one of his sons, 


* Should any of our readers marvel at the sudden impression, made by the sim- 
ple history of our Saviour’s sufferings on this blind and stupid Heathen, we would 
refer them to Actsii. 36, 37, for proof, that the Gospel has more than once had the 
same instantaneous effect. 
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has been formany years past a worthy fellow labourer, and afterwards suc- 
cessor tohis venerable father in the Greenland mission. According to the 
latest accounts, this son is still engaged in the service, having entered upon 
his 85th year. John Lewes, another son, laboured, or is still labourmg, 
among the Esquimaux. One of his daughters was married to brother 
Kummer, who was a faithful servant of the Lord in the West Indies, 
(some of whose descendants are now living at Bethlehem, in Pennsy]l- 
vania. ) 

He paid three several visits to his native country, at the first of which, 
he was ordained a deacon of the Brethren’s Church, Jan. 10, 1746. In 
1757, he had the pleasure of once more meeting with his old friend 
and former fellow prisoners, brother Martin Hadwig, who at the same 
time happened to be at Herrnhuth on a visit from Livonia. Here they 
praised and blessed the Lord with tears of gratitude, for all the proofs of 
His mercy, and renewed their covenant in brotherly love and affection, 
to serve Him all the days of their life. July 14, 1759, he returned 
from his last European visit to his station at New Herrnhuth, where he 
abode in the service of his master till 1761, when he moved to Lichten- 
fels. 

His son Jacob renders the following account of his latter end : 

March 10, 1777, he once more remembered with gratitude how 
great things the Lord had done for him during the lapse of 43 years, 
since his first departure from Herrnhuth. On the 11th, he had a severe 
attack of his old complaint, the cholic, from which he had suffered very 
much during the last 18 years of his life. On the 16th he was able to 
be up the whole day; and it being prayer day, he would conduct seve- 
ral of the meetings, saying, when we attempted to dissuade him from 
the undertaking, that the Lord had many a time before supported him 
in his weakness, and might now cause him to return from church with his 
health amended. None of us expected, that on this day he would offi- 
ciate for the lasttime. His complaint continuing longer upon him than 
usual, and the sensation of pain drawing more towards the heart, both 
we and himself saw his dissolution approaching on the evening of the 
17th. He requested to be left alone in company with his wife, and then 
told her, that at this time he would go home to the Lord; thanked her 
for all the affection she had evinced towards him during 41 years, and 
bid her a last farewell. On her observing, that, what she had done, she 
did with the greatest pleasure, and that she would be very happy to en- 
joy his company a few years longer, he replied: “ that I well know ; but 
we have now been united so many years, and must for once part; you 
know, that 35 years have been added to my life; for, so many years 
ago, | was at the point of death. Since that time we have spent many 
a happy hour together.” ‘Thereupon he commended her in prayer to 
the Saviour, and laying his hand upon her head imparted to her his last 
blessing. He then sent for brother Meyer, his fellow labourer, who was 
just on the point of meeting the communicants.. This meeting was ac- 
cordingly postponed, which made the Greenland brethren and sisters sus- 
pect that their “‘ dear Hannese,” as they called him, was very low. 
Brother Meyer having entered, he said to him: “ I am very weak, and 
shall probably go to my Saviour. All my concerns with Him are ad- 
justed. He sought me and drew me to Himself out of mere love 
and mercy. According to my little abilities, I have had the great fave 
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to be engaged in Hisservice here in Greenland ; and all I could do, I did 
cheerfully and readily. Still I know that lam a great debtor, and have often 
been to blame. But my dear Saviour has pardoned all my sins, and now 
I hope, according to His good pleasure, he will in mercy take me to 
himself.” They then returned thanks to the Lord for His mercy towards 
them, and also to each of the others for their reciprocal affection. He 
next sent for all the other brethrey and sisters, and bid them farewell. 
Then, laying himself quietly down, he prayed, “O dear Saviour! up- 
hold my weak frame, and mitigate my pains. But ah! what are my 
sufferings in comparison with Thine! O, the anguish—the agony of 
death, which Thou hastendured!” His sufferings in the night from the 
17th to the 18th were so severe, that he confessed he had never before 
spent so painful a night. He therefore prayed repeatedly, and the more 
fervently to the Lord, in the language of some of his favourite hymns— 
for instance : 


Lord Jesus Christ, if Thou wert not my Saviour, 
Were not Thy blood still pleading in my favour, 
Where should I, poorest among all the needy, 
Find succour ready ! 


What should I do, a sinner vile and wretched, i 
Were not Thy arms of love to me outstretched ; 

But Thou my refuge art, my consolation, 

And whole salvation, &c. 


In this manner, he spent the remainder of his time in the closest 
communion with the Saviour. We endeavoured to alleviate his suffer- 
ings by various medicines, but without effect. He grew weaker and 
weaker ; and on the 19th, at 2 o’clock in the morning, he desired bro- 
ther Meyer to give him the last benediction. Having himself uncovered 
his venerable head, the blessing of the Lord was pronounced upon him, 
while a powerful sensation of the divine presence prevailed, and the 
tears of the by-standers testified their emotions. Agreeably to his wish 
and prayer, often expressed by him, he remained in full possession of his 
mental faculties to the last moment of his life. At 4 o’clock, that mo- 
ment at length arrived, when his beloved Friend beckoned his faithful 
servant, our much beloved brother and father, away, after having groan- 
ed in this tabernacle, 70 years, 9 months, and 12 days—lived 40 happy 
years in the married state, and spent 43 years of his life here, as a faith- 
ful servant of his Divine Master, during which period,. he baptized 450 
persons of the Greenland nation. His remains were deposited in the 
graveyard at Lichtenfels, on the 23d of March, amid countless tears of 
the whole congregation, and interred on the 24th of May, when service 
was performed in the German language. 





For the Christian Herald. 
PRACTICAL EDUCATION.—No. III. 


Tue Scuoot Boys. : 
’ 
TxeE quotations from the Proverbs of Solomon, in the last number, 
may have led some to imagine that the government, in the view of For- 
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tunatus, consisted in freely using the rod; but nothing was more foreign 
to his professed sentiments and general practice. 

In early life, for some years, he was an instructer of children and 
youth, in one of the first cities in the state of . Dvring that 
period, he had, at least, an ordinary share of celebrity. He was consi- 
dered not only as faithful, and apt to teach, but as having a talent to keep 
his school in order without the daily use of the rod. 

He kept neither rod nor ferrule in his school, excepting the first 
winter. He was then in the country, and followed the example of his 
predecessors. In the city his government was uniform—not severe, but 
energetic. 'To the children, he used pleasantly to say, “ Those of you 
that I can, I choose to lead with a silken thread ; but those that I cannot, 
you may depend upon it, I shall ¢ie with a stronger cord. It wasa fix- 
ed principle with him never to use coercion till all other measures had 
proved unavailing ; but that his school must be governed, or it was good 
for nothing. In his management, however, there was so much system, 
that, ordinarily, every scholar seemed to know his place, and to do his 
duty. It appeared in some respects, as though there were no govern- 
ment in school, and that every child, through the day, did as he pleased. 

The fact was, the preceptor, though naturally sociable, rarely 
spake in school, unless to give necessary instruction. The silent lan- 
guage of his eyes was: generally understood. He daily appointed a 
monitor, who carefully noted down every idle and disorderly scholar. 
At night it was his stated custom, just before committing himself and 
his pupils to God by prayer, briefly to remark upon the importance of 
diligence in business, and the errors to which children and youth are 

particularly exposed. He endeavoured to inculcate purity of morals, 
and soundness of principle, as the best safeguard, on all occasions, against 
impropriety of conduct. On Saturday, after catechising, he carefully 
and feelingly addressed them, upon the all-important subject of religion. 
He studied variety, and the capacities of those he addressed; and 
endeavoured so to find the way to their hearts, that they might carry 
home the benefit of the instructions. 

After prayer, the monitor handed his bill to the instructer. The 
children immediately began to retire, according to an established order. 
Every one who had been noted by the monitor, was directed to stop. 
Each then had full liberty to speak in self-defence. If he did it satisfac- 
torily, he was soon permitted to go ; but if his conduct had been very 
reprehensible, and especially if he appeared obstinate, he was faith- 
fully lectured. Much pains was taken to set sin in an odious and virtue 
inan amiable light. ‘This plan of operation had a very powerful effect 
upon the school : every child dreaded exceedingly to be stopped. 

The school, which was supported by subscription, commenced with 
about eight scholars, and closed with about sixty, collected in general 
from the most respectable families. When a new member joined the 
school, if he was found disposed to be idle, disorderly and vicious, 
particular attention was daily paid to him, till he was brought into sub- 
jection. He was plainly told, that if on being acquainted with the rules 
and regulations of the school, he did not like them, he was fully at 
liberty to leave whenever his parents, or guardian, would consent ; but 

that if he remained, he must obey. 
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One night, an orphan, the son of a sea captain, who had been a mem- 
ber of the school but a short time, became very troublesome, was stopped ; 
upon being questioned about his conduct, he appeared uneasy, but dis- 
covered no signs of contrition. He directed his eyes toward the door, 
and kept edging that way. The instructer judged from his appearance 
that he intended to run from him, as soon as he thought it prudent to 
start. He therefore formed his determination what to do, should he 
make the attempt. He carefully watched the motions of Bob’s eyes, 
but kept on talking, and told him, if he proved obstinate, he must be 
punished. Bob instantly started for the door, as though he was deter- 
mined to escape the impending evil. The instructer extended one hand, 
and caught him by the collar of has coat, and raising a trap door with 
the other, plunged him into a cellar with a very smooth, sandy bottom, and 
instantly shut the door upon him. As soon as he found himself a pri- 
soner, and saw that there was no escape without consent, he was appa- 
rently very humble. He said, he never had been governed, and had re- 
solved he never would be ; but that he now saw himself in the wrong, 
and if he might come up, he would in future conform to the rules of the 
school. He was unhesitatingly told that his reformation was the only 
thing sought—that there was not the least wish -to injure him. The 
door was opened. He very gladly came up, and retired in the most re- 
spectful manner. ‘To his honour it must be said, that he ever after kept 
his word. He became unusually attached to his instructer, and was very 
studious and orderly, to the no small joy of his widowed mother. 

Classicus, an older pupil, at another time, was noted for idleness. He 
had been previously suspected of this fault, from the indifferent manner 
in which he recited his lessons. When he was stopped and questioned on 
the subject, he said he was sick. But the manner in which he had spent 
his time, furnished good evidence to believe that he violated the truth. 
His plea, however, was admitted. The instructer expressed much sym- 
pathy for him, and administered a bitter powder, which he was taking 
for the jaundice ! 

Classicus professed to feel much better, and was very urgent to go 
home. This was denied him, as an improper exposure in stormy wea- 
ther, for one who had been so unwell. Finding resistance to avail no- 
thing, he reluctantly submitted to his orders, and went to bed. The in- 
structer then Jeft him, with the door unlocked, and went to a house near 
by, and took histea. He soon returned, and found his pupil safe. In 
mind he was somewhat convalescent, but by no means well. He was, 
therefore, directed to keep his bed still, and that his parents need not be 
concerned about him, the instructer engaged to go and see them, and to 
tell them where and how he was. 

He immediately went with a quick step about half a mile, and found 
the father at the door. He stated to him, in a very respectful manner, 
the conduct of his son, and the measures he was taking with him, to 
effect a reformation—and then added, “ Sir, you need not be in the least 
concerned about your son—I will not injure him ; but if he continues in 
my school, be must be in subjection, and attend to his studies.” His fa- 
ther very moderately replied, “ I wish to have him reform, and to con- 
tinue in the school ; but B——I” (which was his real name) “ will ne- 
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ver stay there alone.”* The instructer, notwithstanding, ventured to 
express his belief that he would, and then left him to go with some gra- 
duates at college, and attend a casuistic dispute, agreeably to previous 
arrangements. He was detained longer than he expected, and the bell 
was ringing for nine, when he returned to his room. He had the satis- 
faction, however, to find his pupil in bed, and apparently in quite a good 
frame of mind. He seemed to be well—to feel sensibly, that he had act- 
eda shameful and criminal part, and willingly promised reformation. 
Here he remained till morning, when he was called up at an early hour, 
and directed to study his lesson in Tully’s Orations, which he had nee 
glected the day before—then to go home and get his breakfast, and to 
return at the usual hour for opening the school. He readily obeyed, 
and afterwards was uniformly respectful, orderly and studious. . 

Not long after he had completed his education, he took the tour of 
Europe, and, as was reported, in viewing one of its noted bridges, he 
suddenly fell, and was launched into eternity ! 

The hopes of his parents, and of his country, were instantly blasted, 
and his own state unalterably fixed! The flower fadeth / such an 
hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh. As the fishes that are 
taken in an evil net, and the birds that are caught in a snare; so 
the sons of men are snared in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly 
upon them. . 


Reflections. 


I. It is of prime importance for all who are concerned in the education 
of children and youth, whether parents or teachers, to govern themselves 
—to act on principles; ever realizing that they are in the presence of 
God, and that their conduct will all be reviewed in the judgment day. 

Il. To be friends to their children—to seek their best, their eternal 

_good—to be always ready to amg them any indulgence which will com- 


port with that great object, w 
up their way to ruin. 
III. To blame them for all that is amiss ; but severely, only for those 
things which indicate deep depravity of heart, and desi, iniquity. 
IV. To treat them as reasonable creatures, and if possible to gain 
their consciences—to make them feel that it is not only dan 
but shameful to do wrong, and that it is highly offensive to a holy God. 
V. Toteach them that allmen must appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ ; there to receive, according to the things done in the body, 
whether they be good, or whether they be evil: and that those, only, 
will be approved, whatever be their age or character, who are fi 
clothed with the Redeemer’s righteousness. panes 


*Note. The father well knew that his son wasa bad boy ; and that he, with 
about half a dozen other boys, had a little before entirely broken up one 
schoo] in the city. 


ile they perseveringly endeavour to hedge 


V ox. VIII. 82 
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For the Christian Herald. 
THE BLACKS OF OUR COUNTRY DEMAND ATTENTION. 


Mr. Eprror—There are many subjects, which, like the wounds of 
the body, cause pain every time examined, though it is no less necessary 
on this account, that they should be presented to the mind. It is in vain 
that the traveller turns away his eyes from the gathering darkness of the 
sky, and endeavours to forget the rising storm, by plucking the flowers 
which grow around his path ; the storm still threatens, however much un- 
heeded, and he must finally be aroused by its bursting. There may often 
exist a great public evil, which demands immediate attention ; but which 
is surrounded with so many difficulties that all fear to approach it, till the 
voice, which at first only whispered to our fears, now speaks in a tone 
that causes every heart to quake. The remarks which are to follow are 
on a subject in many respects disagreeable ; and if I fail to set an ex- 
ample of candour and moderation myself, while I ask that of the reader, 
I wish it might be imputed to an error in judgment, rather than to dis- 
position. 

In a former communication on this subject, I hinted at the fact, that 
most who live in the northern states have very incorrect views as to the 
condition of the blacks of our country. Some incredulously believe every 
tale of cruelty and outrage that is told them, and thence draw the con- 
clusion, that our southern brethren are ministers of inhumanity ; others, 
whose prejudices are a little warped on the opposite side, are ready to 
believe that our slaves are treated nearly as well as our children ; while 
a third class bar their minds against all impressions, and take no interest 
in the subject. Neither of these extremes are by any means correct. 
The fact is, this is a subject which ought to interest every one ; it isa 
nation’s cause—a nation’s sufferings—one which affects millions now 
living, and the latest posterity yet te be born; and no cause can more 
strongly appeal to the heart of humanity. We are one nation, and as 
such, all receive the same national judgments or blessings, however dif- 
ferent may be our individual characters, and it is wrong for us to pour 
out our maiedictions against the southern states, till the authority of Hea- 
ven has constituted us their judges. The present generation did not 
tear their slaves from Africa. The sins of their forefathers already 
lie heavy upon them, and if we cannot afford them relief, we ought at least 
to commiserate their condition, and give them our sympathies. While 
I acknowledge and deplore the hastiness of some of our writers on this 
subject, I must be allowed to speak freely on the condition of our slave 
population; and I wish it distinctly understood, that as the greatest pro- 
portion of negroes are placed on plantations, so my remarks will be in re- 
ference to these. 

A man who has looked at slavery only from the northern states, is ac- 
customed to view it only in a temporal light ; he thinks of the condition 
of his fellow men whose situation deprives them of any will of their 
own; he imagines he hears the horn of the overseer which calls them 
to the field at the dawn of day, and through the dim twilight he watches 
the silent groups of men, and women, and children, as they empty their 
little cottages, which in many respects are inferior to the shelters which 
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protect the horses of their owners ; he sees the driver stand over them 
from sun to sun with the lash, and he thinks of the joyless condition of 
a whole life drawn out in this manner—enlivened by no new comforts 
—cheered by no new prospects—gladdened by no new hopes! All 
this may be true ; yet it is not these privations of earthly comforts that 
would sicken the heart of the same man when once arrived among 
slaves. He would, indeed, feel on these accounts ; but it is that brutish 
degradation—that moral darkness—that dreamlike apathy—tiat death- 
like stupor, which envelope the immortal mind of the slave—which can 
awaken no hopes for this life—which can clear away no gloom from fu- 
turity—which can dispel no fears of the grave or of annihilation, and 
which can open no prospects of the future life to smile upon the cheer- 
lessness of this. It is this view of the subject that causes the heart of 
the philanthropist to ache, when he actually sees the plantations at the 
south. ’ ae 

I wish not to be understood to mean that the blacks of this country 
ought now, at once, to be emancipated. They are in no manner pre- 
pared for this. ‘That the slavery of our land has existed, is the sin of 
our fathers; that it now exists, no one now living is to blame ; that it 
will long continue as it now exists, the God of justice will never permit. 
Were there not danger of wounding or irritating the feelings of some, I 
might produce many undisclosed facts in proof of the last position ; but 
I deem it unnecessary ; many of our southern friends already feel the 
guilt and the responsibility of keeping men in this mental bondage, and 
know that something ere long must be done. 

I shall lay down the simple proposition, that it is our first duty to 
christianize our slaves. 

I. It is our duty to do this from motives of humanity. 

The fact is too obvious to need»proof, that as to moral and religious 
advantages, the greater part of our slaves are little or no better off than 
the Heathen. ‘There may be now and then a family or plantation 
which is an exception ; but these exceptions are not frequent. They 
are destitute of the Gospel. They are generally placed on planta- 
tions which are several miles apart, and they seldom receive any re- 
ligious instruction of any kind. The Bible is to them a sealed book ; 
for the laws and the wills of their owners effectually prevent their ever 
learning to read. I never met with but one or two slaves that could read 
in the Testament, though happily these cases are becoming less and less 
rare. That they are eager for moral instruction, no one can ever doubt, 
who has seen with what attention and feeling they hang upon the lips of 
the speaker who addresses them on the sublime subject of religion. I 
once saw two slaves, both of whom were more than 70 years of age, 
who walked sixteen miles after finishing their daily tasks, that they 
might inquire of a clergyman “ about Jesus.” And I shall never for- 
get my feelings on visiting an old dying negro in the low country of the 
south. It was at breakfast time, while on a plantation, that a house- 
hold servant entered the room, and told his master that “ old Adam was 
just dying.” In company with the owner I went to visit the negro, 
. about forty rods from the master’s house. The dying African was in a 
little hut not over ten feet square, built of small logs, with the insterstices 
filled with mud, and a small chimney at one end made of the same ma- 
terials. 'Theground constituted the floor, and two rude little benches, 
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a small iron kettle, and a tin cup, were the principal furniture. The old 
negro lay in one corner of the hut on some dry moss, with which the 
country abounds, and a small child of perhaps two or three years old 
was sitting oa the ground by his side. The other negroes were in the 
field. ie expressed great joy and thankfulness that [ had come to see 
him, for his mind was much troubled on some points of religion which 
at that moment very deeply concerned him. [ listened to his questions, 
solved his doubts, and gave him suci instruction as his case required. 
At first he seemed in darknessand doubt. He had occasionally heard 
the instructions of a pious Methodist preacher, but he needed that 
light and knowledge which seemed too big for his comprehension, 
The master stood by while I staid, and was silent. After conversing 
with him near an hour, all at once a new light seemed to flash upon his 
understanding, the character of the Saviour appeared clear and distinct, 
and the cloud which had futurity was removed. As [I left him 
he took my hand with the: death, and partly raising himself from 
his bed of moss, with tears from his eyes, he exclaimed, “0, 
massa! me much thank y now happy. The plain talk you give 
me about good book make me cry joyful—O, how good thing to know 
how to read book—me, old Adam, never be made read—never "fore 
know all such things! I die, massa, andI bless you much, for talk so 
easy—O, massa! do think of other poor black man like me—they no 
know any such thing—they no happy like me lie!” The last words I 
heard as I left the cottage were—“O, good talk!” In a few hours he 
was dead, and the negroes buried him. Will any one smile at my 
weakness in that I afterwards dropt a tear over the forgotten spot where 
he was buried ? 

Our friends at the south are often commended for their hospitality and 
benevolence to strangers, and that too with great propriety; we would 
not be backward in acknowledging this; but at the same time, we must 
be suffered to press upon them a duty, from the performance of which, 
during this life, they can never be liberated ; and for the consequences of 
neglecting which, they, in a particular manner, will be held accountable, 
when every bosom must be laid open before the eyes of Omnipotence. 
That in many cases, they are kind to their slaves, we rejoice at; but 
they do not feel the tremendous responsibility of owning a plantation of | 
negroes, concerning whose eternal condition they seldom think. The 
negro has bodily feelings like ourselves, and he has too that immortal spi- 
rit whose eternity depends upon his probation here. Where does the 
owner of slaves find any hope of everlasting life, but in the Bible ;— 
where finds he the mercy which lights up the chamber of death, but in 
the Bible ;—where learns he that his soul is not to be crushed by the 
arm of death, but in the Bible;—where is he told of One who can wash 
him from sin, guide him through life, and finally give him immortality, 
but in the Bible? Yet the slave knows not the treasures of this book ; 
he is not only degraded now, but has no rays of light from the Bible to 
shine upon that darkness which alone is misery. 

Christian planters ! it is to your consciences I now appeal, and call in 
the name of humanity. Can you go te Heaven only by the instructions 
of the Bible ; and will you close this book from the mind of your slave ? 
Is it only the word of God that prevents you from shuddering as you 
look into the grave, and must this be kept from your slave? Do you hope 
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to be admitted into the chambers of endless day, only by a knowledge 
of the Saviour—and will you keep this knowledge from your servants ? 
Or did Jesus die only for us, and thus seal the eternal doom of every son 
of Africa? If your conscience will suffer you to live without giving 
your negroes the Gospel, will it soothe your troubled soul, as from the 
bed of death, the realities of eternity shall burst upon you ?—will it ease 
your throbbing hearts as you present it before the awful throne of God 
to be judged ?>—or will it afford you joy when you meet your servants at 
the day of judgment before an assembled universe? If so, then in- 
struct your slaves only to fear the lash—then rivet their chains of igno- 
rance and degradation which now bind them to the condition of brutes— 
shut from them the Gospel which was prepared for “ the poor,” and pre- 
pare yourselves to answer for the neglect when waked by the trumpet 
of the Arch-Angel. 

I would urge the duty of immediately giving the Gospel to our slaves, 

II. From motives of policy and expediency. 

The vast population of blacks in this country is so rapidly increasing, 
that to supppose they can continue for a very long period in their pre- 
sent condition, is to presume what is contrary to every principle of can- 
did judgment. In proportion to their numbers, they are increasing faster 
than the whites, and a time may not be very remote, when no physical 
strength will be able to restrainthem. They want neither courage or 
talent, or boldness to execute any purpose which their knowledge is suf- 
ficient to form. The fact is, that they must eventually be free. Itis 
in vain to hug ourselves with any delusions on this subject. Were there 
no God to dispense justice, or to hurl the thunders of vengeance against 
oppressing nations, there are other means at which they can arrive, and 
at which they may arrive, They must eventually be carried from our 
country, or they must be emancipated here. Even were the former of 
these plans determined on, it would be next to impossible to effect it in 
their present condition. They might be transported to Africa or to 
Hayti; but as their minds now are, so far are they from being able to 
provide for themselves, that they could only be kept in any order by 

athe point of the bayonet. ‘Till enlightened, and a Christian conscience 
was induced, they would not be able to provide for individual subsistence, 
and their only motive of action must be terror; for they are now regu- 
lated by no moral principle whatever. So that if we wish to transport 
our negroes to other countries, it is not only proper, but absolutely ne- 
cessary, that we first christianize them. Then, having a conscience 
awakened by moral principles, and being acquainted with the religion of 
the Bible—and not till then, can they be carried to Africa, or wherever 
else it is best. But it is confidently believed that they can never be re- 
moved from our country as fast as they increase, were we to exert 
all our energy for this purpose. The Colonization Society is a heavy 
machine, but it can effect but little even confining its operations to the 
free blacks, who are considerably enlightened : how, then, can we chris- 
tianize and in some measure educate those who are now slaves, and pre- 
pare them for transportation, even if their owners would emancipate 
them, as fast as they increase ? We never could do it half as fast. Be- 
sides, till a slave is of much less value than at present, it is to be feared 
that but few owners would emancipate their slaves, could they be imme- 
diately carried out of the country. There seem, then, to be many strong 
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reasons for the supposition, that our slave population is not only to re- 
main in this country, but that it is alsoto increase. It now remains to 
say, that if they remain here, it is policy to christianize them imme- 
diately. 

Thatthe mind of the African is capable of being rapidly enlightened, no 
one who has ever studied its character, can doubt. A very respectable gen- 
tleman in one of the southern cities, in a late letter to the writer, observes : 
“* Miss ———— has a black child, not twelve years old, under her in- 
struction, who has committed to memory the whole of the New Testa- 
ment! Do you know any white child that equals this? I know of 
none. ‘This child is free, and we find generally a difference in intellect 
and expansion of mind between the slaves and the free blacks.” Is it to 
be supposed that a mighty population of blacks, who are as high in the 
scale of being as ourselves, and who are rapidly increasing, can long 
continue easy in the ignorance which now envelopes them ?—I know it is 
a motto openly avowed by some of our southern brethren, that * the 
more ignorance, the better slave, and the greater safety!” This may 
not only be flatly denied, but experience abundantly proves the contrary 
to be true. Without fear of contradiction, I assert, that it has been ow- 
ing to the timely discoveries of Christian slaves, that the lives of whole 
neighbourhoods have been preserved, when rebellions have been raised ; 
and that every such rebellion in the southern states that has ever been 
made known, has been discovered by those whose consciences were 
enlightened by the Gospel ; and I need not say,\that during the last 
war there was ample need of such slaves about us, even if we went only 
on the principle of safety. ‘ The more ignorance the greater safety !” 
Alas, and dare we rely upon this barrier as a protection from every 
storm that may arise! And so the Gospel of Jesus—the word of God, 
is to put a dagger into the hand of thé slave—the religion of Heaven is 
to teach our servants to cut our throats! Or perhaps the slaves of Ame- 
rica are an exception to the command “ preach the Gospel to every 
creature’”’—or perhaps St. Paul’s instructions to servants would only 
serve as a standard of rebellion in our land! No— it is our duty to 
teach them the word of God—it is for our safety to do this—the GospeF 
was designed for such—the eternal God has commanded this—and wo 
to that short-sighted, that hard-hearted, that cruel policy, which dares 
withhold from them the Gospel of glory, under the pretence that our 
safety demands this. 

I would urge the situation of our blacks in a moral view upon those who 
can easily do much for their melioration ; but 1 know not how to do this. 
They are an unhappy race of beings, and it would seem as if all were 
willing to despair of ever bettering their condition. Our churches never 
mention them as subjects for whom they ought to pray ;—owners of slaves 
feel not for their moral degradation ;—missionaries of the cross over- 
look this as a field of labour, though it is certainly large, and one in 
which their utmost zeal might find scope, and where the hand of bene- 
volence would often be bedewed with many tears of gratitude. Here 
let piety engage her warmest feelings to pour the consolations of everlast- 
ing life into those bosoms which have long been the habitations of igno- 
rance and despair: here let zeal concentrate its powers, and wipe away 
the guilt which has so long hung over us for neglecting this duty. Do 
any possess that love which has so often kindled the fires of martyrdom 
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—that philanthropy which has so ofter flown on the wings of love to 
carry the glad tidings of salvation to the destitute—that hope which 
points to the eternal mansions of rest and peace :—O, let them consider 
and pity the moral situation of our blacks. This duty must not be ne- 
glected ; the groans of near two millions daily ascend to the God of 
vengeance, who will ever hear the cries of the suffering, and who will 
make bare his arm for their defence. Our slaves are children of one 
common parent, and must be treated as such—they have passions like 
ourselves, and must feel in like manner—they are immortal beings, and 
must be used as such; and if neglected, they have a God of justice 
to whom they will appeal. 
CLEMENTIA. 


REVIEW. 


A Review of Dr. Emmons’s Theory of God’s Agency on Mankind ; 
addressed to the Congregational Clergy of New-England. Also, a 
Refutation of the Views entertained by the Advocates of that 
Theory, respecting the necessity of the Moral Evil existing in the 
Universe to a display of the Divine Glory.—New-York: Joun 
Sayre. 1821, pp. 388, 8vo. 


WE are led to notice this work, not by any predilection for controver- 
sial theology, but by a strong conviction that it is calculated to do much 
good, and that it merits the warmest recommendation. Whoever re- 
futes an error which had been embraced and inculcated as a part of Di- 
vine Revelation, and thereby releases the truth from supposed objec- 
tions, and presents it in its proper consistency and strength, renders a 
service to religion, and deserves the acknowledgments of her friends. 
Such a service the author, we conceive, has performed in this work, and 
we therefore beg leave to commend it to the attention of our readers. 

The two capital tenets against which his reasonings are directed, are, 
assuredly, erroneous, and his endeavours to confute them we hesitate not 
to say are completely successful. The “ Theory of God’s Agency,” 
which is the subject of the “ Review,” is contained in two volumes of 
sermons published by Dr. Emmons several years ago. Our author pre- 
sents a statement of this theory, and the arguments advanced in support 
of it ; exhibits his reasons for regarding it as erroneous ; and points out 
the evils likely to result from its being taught as a part of revealed re- 
ligion. 

In regard to his statement of the “ Theory,” we have only to remark, 
that it appears to be perfectly just. ‘The conclusions drawn from the 
language of the sermons are legitimate and correct; and the following 
grand doctrine of the “ Theory” is clearly deduced, namely, “ that 
God creates all the actions of men both holy and sinful,” just as he gave 
being to the world, and formed Adam from the dust. ‘The several po- 
sitions by which this most extraordinary doctrine is, in the sermons of 
Dr. Emmons, attempted to be sustained, or which stand connected with 
it as deductions, are: that mankind are totally destitute of the power of 
acting, as matter is of the power of motion ;—that God is the only Be- 
ing who possesses active power ;—that the quality of the human con- 
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stitution, which is vulgarly called a power of acting, is nothing more 
than a capacity of having the effects which we call human actions 
created in it ;—that the human mind is as inert in its nature as matter is, 
and as passive in all its actions as matter is in its motions ;—that when 
the same objects are placed as motives before the mind of a saint and a 
sinner, and one has perceptions and feelings respecting them different from 
those of the other, that difference does not arise from any thing what- 
ever in them, but is created by the Almighty, according to his pleasure, 
just as the difference between any two material objects is owing to the 
sovereign exercise of his creative power. 

The principal point from which Dr. E. reasons in favour of his theory, 
is “the absolute dependence of mankind.” He assumes that if man- 
kind were the efficient causes. of their actions, the Supreme Being could 
not govern them in such a manner as to execute his purposes ;—that 
were active power lodged in their constitution, it would make them at 
once independent and even omnipotent agents. He infers from their 
being dependent agents, that they are totally destitute of the power of 
acting ; and therefore concludes that God is the efficient cause of their ac- 
tions, and that the differences in their actions arise solely from the dif- 
ferences in his creating volitions. Besides this main argument, he 
alleges some considerations from the Scriptures, all of which, how- 
ever, depend for their validity on the soundness of the argument above 
stated, as our author satisfactorily shows. 

Some of our readers may, perbaps, think it enough for us to have 
given this outline of Dr. Emmons’s Theory of Divine Agency relative 
to human actions. But those who are aware what talents have been em- 
ployed in defending these opinions, what plausibility has been thrown 
around them, how they have been wrought up and seemingly amalga- 
mated with what is most lovely and excellent in Christian truth and pie- 
ty, and how widely they have been diffused, and what mischief they 
have done, will be inclined to know what method has been taken to con- 
fute and overthrow them. Our author first endeavours to refute the as- 
sumption, that were such power lodged in the human constitution, as to 
render mankind the efficient causes of their actions, it would render 
them omnipotent agents ; by showing, from the dictates of reason and 
common sense, and from the Scriptures, that there may be degrees in 
power as well as in any other attribute or quality, and that God has ac- 
tually communicated power to men without rendering them omnipotent. 
He then assails the assumption, that if the power by which the actions 
of mankind are exerted belonged to their constitution, they would be 
independent or ungovernable agents ; by showing that their being the 
efficient causes of their actions, is consistent with being subjected in the 
exercise of their power of acting, to the government of God. The de- 
pendence of mankind he considers as twofold ;—their dependence as ex- 
istences and as agents. As existences they are dependent on God to 
uphold them in being with all the powers and faculties belonging to their 
constitution. As agents they are dependent on Him for the mode in 
which they exercise their power ; that is, He lays the foundation for their 
acting in the manner in which they do act, either by the properties which 
he incorporates in their constitution, by the circumstances in which he 
places them, by exerting a direct influence on them, or by part or all of 
these means united. The manner in which this dependence takes place 
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is, Ist. By their constitution being such that they never exert their power 
except under the influence of motives—2d. By its being such that it de- . 
pends on God, immediately or remotely, what motives shall be presented 
to their minds—and, 3d. By its being such that it depends, in like manner, 
on God, what influence shall be exerted on them by the motives placed 
before their minds. 

Weregret that we cannot do more justice to the author’s elucidation 
of the dependence of human agents. itis views, though spread perhaps 
over a wider surface than was necessary, and not always expressed with 
entire perspicuity, will, we apprehend, appear to impartial readers not 

wnly to be correct in themselves, and conclusive as to the erroneousness _ 
of Dr.j{Emmons’s “ Theory ;” but we trust also, that they will be found to 
lend no inconsiderable aid towards removing the obscurity which has hi- 
therto rested upon this subject, by showing the consistency between the 
dependence and activity of men. We should feel justified in drawing 
particular attention to the originality and talent displayed in this part of 
the discussion. We are indebted to it for apprehensions more consistent 
and satisfactory than we possessed before, and for principles and hints 
which have, we think, enabled us to resolve a number of difficulties which 
we had deemed impracticable. But whether the view given by the au- 
thor, of the mode in which God governs the actions of mankind, be per- 
fectly coincident with fact or not, we do not hesitate to pronounce that 
he has thoroughly demolished the “ Theory” of Dr. Emmons. In pro- 
ving that were mankind invested with such power as to be the efficient 
causes of their actions, God could still govern them in all their aetions— 
(and we do not see how his reasoning on this point can be subverted) — 
he has shown the position, on which the “ Theory” rests, to be erro- 
neous, namely, that mankind must be utterly destitute of power to act, 
in order to be dependent in their actions. It it be possible for the om- 
nipotent and all-wise Jehovah to govern, in the exercise of their power, 
creaturesinvested with power to act, then all the assumptions and reason- 
ings employed to establish Dr. Emmons’s “ Theory,” are entirely nuga- 
tory ; for they all proceed upon the supposition that it is not possible— 
that power from its nature cannot be governed—that there neither is 
nor can be any such thing, properly speaking, as a government in the 
universe—and that, therefore, God does and must create every action 
and effect, as well as every creature that exists. 

After thus laying the axe at the root of Dr. Emmons’s system, and re- 
plying to its various auxiliary arguments, all of which, indeed, must stand 
or fall with the original assumption, our author urges a variety of consi- 
derations against this extraordinary “ Theory”—as, that it is incon- 
sistent with the moral agency of men; that it is inconsistent with the 
Seripture doctrine of the influence of the Holy Spirit being a peculiarity 
of the work of Redemption; that it is inconsistent with the Scripture 
account of the influence of Satan’s agency on mankind ; that it exhibits 
the Supreme Being as the only agent in the universe. ‘To all this some 
remarks are added on the hurtful consequences which the system oppo- 
sed is calculated to produce. 

Of this part of the work we can only add, that we esteem it not 
merely an unanswerable, buta very seasonable confutation of the opinions 
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and dogmas examined in it; opinions and dogmas which, though chiefly 
prevalent in New England, have, we fear, to a considerable extent, been 
transplanted into this section of the country. 


Entelligeuce. 





POLYNESIA.—T anette. 


SOME interesting intelligence from the establishment at the Georgian Islands, un- 
der the care of the London Missionary Society, was given at p. 594—596, to which we 
shall now add several particulars from the London Missionary Chronicle. From 
Mr. Cook’s Journal we extract the following accounts: 


Happy Death of a Converted Native. 


Mount Hope, June 26, 1820. This afternoon we buried Fanaurai, 
a member of our communion. He bore his illness with great patience, 
and was generally in a happy frame of mind. He appeared to be quite 
delivered from the fear of death, and longed to be dissolved, that he 
might be with Christ. I had many pleasing conversations with him du- 
ring his confinement, and particularly the evening before he died, when 
he assured me, in stronger language than I can translate, that his one 
only desire was Jesus Christ, and that his only dependence was upoa 
his death. His conduct has been humble and irreproachable during 
more than two years that we have intimately known him. His funeral 
was attended by all the baptized, and many others, as well as our fa- 
mily. 

July 23. Mr. Tessier died, after a short illness. His end was peace. 
The brethren, Bicknell, Crook, and Bourne, witnessed his last moments, 


’ and attended his funeral onthe 24th. Mr. Bicknell delivered a funeral 


discourse. 

Mr. Bicknell was taken ill almost immediately after; and in about a 
fortnight, on Monday, August 7, expired, aged 54 years. He has left a 
widow and four children, two boys and two girls; the eldest, a boy 
about eight, and the youngest, a boy about four. By his own desire, 
his body was removed to Eimeo for interment. 

August 19. A Paumotu man, who is a candidate for baptism, came 
to my study door to-day, apparently much dejected, and wished to talk 
with me about the state of his soul. His conversation was very satisfac- 
tory. His child-like humility, his simple and correct account of 
the way of salvation, and the apparent sincerity of his manner, struck 
me very forcibly. I took him by the hand, and recognised him as a fel- 
low heir of the kingdom ; and then returned to my closet, overwhelmed 
with a sense of the love of God to these poor people, and his great con- 
descension in employing such instruments as we are. 


“ ‘These are the joys he Jets us know 
In fields and villages below.” 


27th. Met all the communicants in the chapel, and baptized some 
persons. Set apart eight deacons, with the concurrence of the people. 
‘Read and expounded Acts vi. 1—8 
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29th. Much pleased with the attention of the Paumotu people ; eight 
men and five women were nominated as candidates for baptism. They 
informed me that a company of about 100 are soon to join them from 
Papara, for the sake of religious instruction. 

Sept. 2d. Every day of this week, one or two families have been 
with me in my study, with each individual of whom I had spiritual con- 
versation, and found the exercises pleasing and profitable. | 

3d. Lord’s Day. Inthe afternoon the children (about 150) were 
catechised by one of our deacons. It gave me much pleasure to hear 
him break the questions into lesser parts, to exercise the understandings of 
the young ones. , 

10th. Lord’s Day. Atthe common chapel, the king and royal fa- 
mily being present, after prayer, a suitable discourse ; Mr. Crook bap- 
tized the Infant Prince, who was named Teariitaria, and the Queen, 
his mother, who was named Taaroa-vahine. Mr. Nott baptized Aimata, 
the king’s daughter, and Pomare-vahine, the queen’s sister, calling her 
Taaroamaiturai. Mr. Nott then preached on Luke iii. 8. “ Bring 
forth fruits worthy of repentance.” About 1000 persons were present. 

24. Mr. Crook having paid a visit to Papara, (the late Mr. Bicknell’s 
station,) administered the Lord’s Supper to about 32 persons. The rest 
of the congregation, nearly 1000, being present. Mr. C. says, “ I felt 
affected at the solemn scene, and perceived the tears stealing from the 
eyes of some of the communicants.” 

25th. Six deacons were proposed to be chosen. 

28th. The queen, as well as her sister, have engaged themselves as 
teachers in the adult and children’s schools, and have been very diligent. 

29th. Got a correct list of the schools, and found they consisted of 
139 men, 83 women, 97 boys, and 63 girls—Total 382, besides those 
of Papara, 32. ‘Took down the names of the children of those four united 
churches, 126 in number, and directed them to bring them for baptism 
on Sabbath day next. 

Oct. 1. Atsun-rise upwards of 1000 people were assembled in the 
place of worship. Tati, (a converted chief,) as the father of the family, 
commenced the service in a grand, yet truly humble manner. Mr. C. 
preached. Teharo (another converted native) concluded by prayer. 
| Nov. 19. (At Papeurini.) Lord’s Day. After the labours of the 
day, Mr. C. being fatigued, retired to rest. But about midnight he was 
awakened by hearing Tati and some of the people who were in the 
same house, conversing on the offices of Christ, the subject on which 
Mr. C. had been preaching. “ They appeared (says Mr. C.)to take such 
a lively interest in the subject, that after listening to them for some time, 
I arose and joined them. This gave a fresh impulse to the conversation, 
and it assumed such a pleasing form, that I felt quite enraptured. Although 
the cocks were crowing, and none of the people had slept, they were 
unwilling to depart. Each seemed convinced that we should soon see 
the glory of God, and that our sole business, during the little time we 
remain here, should be to honour him by doing his will, and benefitting 
our fellow-creatures. 


Anniversary of the Taheitan Auxiliary Missionary Society. 


On Wednesday, the 9th of May, the brethren met at Papara to attend the anniver- 
sary of the Auxiliary Missionary Society. Pomare received them kindly ; he had 150 
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soldiers drawn up in order with muskets and fixed bayonets. A congregation of be- 
tween 5 and 6000 assembled about the middle pulpit of the great chapel. Reli- 
gious service was performed in the morning and in the evening. 

The people assembled again on Thursday, with the judges, officers of the Society, 
&c. and the brethren engaged in prayer and addressed the society. Tati, Otoore, 
Aburiro, and Hoto, severally took part in the exhortations and discussions of the oc- 
casion, proposing various plans for forwarding the objects of the society. 


E1meo. 
Extracts from the Quarterly Reports. 


Nov. 1820. Two of our valuable seniors, the Brothers Tessier and 
Bicknell, were called from the field of labour and of honour, in the short 
space of a fortnight, to enjoy their rest and reward. By this strokea 
station is broken up, a large field left for cultivation, and an infant 
church left without a pastor. 

We have added, at different times, to our little church, since our last 
accounts, forty, and restored one to communion who had been suspend- 
ed for false speaking. We have baptized, since that time, ninety-four 
adults; also their children. 

We have the translation of the Books of Joshua and Judges in hand, 
which will probably be some time before it be accomplished. 

May the Lord the Spirit give efficacy to our attempts for the wel- 
fare of the world, and the glory of God. So that the “ light of the 
Moon shall be as the light of the Sun, and the light of the Sun shall be 
seven-fold, as the light of seven days.” Then Sin and Satan, with the 
seat of their throne Idolatry, shall shrink into the shade before their 

orious beams. 

Feb. 1821. Our school has increased and flourished much more since 
our last, than formerly. Our congregation is much the same. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 10, wesolemnly set apart to the office of Deacon, 
by fasting, prayer, and imposition of hands, the following six persons, 
viz. Patii,* Horoiruu, Vara, Mara, Ahuriro, and Teururaau, who had 
been some time previously nominated, and who are men possessing some 
intelligence and zeal, and who appear likely to prove useful in their 


, Office. 
The people are making improvements in fencing, planting, &c. &c. 


Anniversary of the Eimeo Auziliary Society. 


On Wednesday and Thursday, May 9th and 10th, 1821, we held the 
Anniversary of the Eimeoan Branch of the Taheitian Auxiliary Mis- 
sionary Society in the chapel royal Varare. The services commenced 
on Wednesday morning at sun-rise, by a prayer meeting. At 10 o’clock 
the bell (or rather, iron-hoop, for that is our bell,) rang for pub- 


* The first mentioned, Patii, is the priest of this district, (Papetoai,) who publicly 
burned his gods on embracing christianity; he has been some time employed asca- 
techist. 

Horoiruu and Ahuriro offered their services last May to go as assistants to any 
missionaries who might be stationed at any of the neighbouring islands. It is most 
probable that they will now be sent without a missionary to Raivavai (High Island) 
to teach the inhabitants to read, and what else they are capable of, 
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lic worship, when most of the inhabitants of the Island cellected in the 
chapel. Brother Henry commenced the solemn and delightful service 
by singing, reading, and prayer. Brother P. addressed the people, from 
Luke xiii. 29. ‘“ And they shall come,” &c. and concluded. 

In the evening the congregation assembled again, when Brother H. 
preached from Isaiah Ixii. 2. “ and the Gentiles shall see thy righteous. 
ness, and all kings thy glory.” 

Thursday, about eleven o’clock, the members of the Society assem- 
bled for business. ‘Taau, our president on the last Anniversary, was 
called to the chair, and opened the meeting by a short encouraging ad- 
dress, and called upon Brother H. to engage in prayer. Prayer being 
ended, Brother H., after making some suitable remarks, moved, That 
the Secretary read the Report; which was seconded in a spirited man- 
ner by Maamaa,* one of the governors. ‘The Secretary (Patii) then 
read the report, from which it appeared, that the subscriptions were less 
than last year, amounting to only 1155 bamboos of oil, 284 little baskets 
of cotton, 88 pigs, and 2 bales of arrowroot. Yet this was more than, 
from existing circumstances, we had anticipated. After the report, various 
resolutions were moved, and seconded, by Brothers P., Vara, Patii, Mare, 
Tetuecho, Tearua, Horoiruu, Ahurido, ‘Teururaau, Tapuni, Trrahoi, d&c. 
&c. accompanied with speeches,+ which at once warmed our hearts and 
excited our gratitude to God, who has done so much for these people, in 
making known to them his truth, and which has had such an effect upon 
them in improving their intellectual powers. The mecting was con- 
cluded with prayer by Brother P.; and each one returned to his tent, 
pleased with what he bad witnessed, and expressing thankfulness for the 
enjoyment he had experienced. We were much pleased to see so evi- 
dent an improvement in the outward appearance of the people; most 
of the women having very decent bonnets, made in the straw-bonnet 
fashion, of Purou bark, plaited or sword grass, or some other plant or 
grass. The men also have got hats, like the common straw hats, of the 
same materials, which make a very decent and respectable appearance. 


Funeral of Mr, Bicknell. 


Mr. Platt, in another letter, thus writes :—We have lately lost two of 
our veterans (Bicknell and Tessier)—a gloomy dispensation indeed— 
cut off in the midst of apparent usefulness—a large congregation—a 
thronged school—a large population, looking up to them as their spiri- 
tual guides—left destitute !t and Mrs. Bicknell left a widow with five 
children. 

The people were very much grieved at the loss of their teacher, (Mr. 
Tessier,) but when Mr. Bicknell became dangerously ill, many of them 
could hardly tear themselves from the house. They began to think 
themselves chargeable with some great crime, for which God thus visi- 
ted them. And when the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper was adminis- 
tered by Mr. H, on the Sabbath before his death, there was scarcely a 
dry eye in the place. 





* Formerly a prophet of Oro. 
t+ Two of the members of the church offered their services as assistant missiona- 
ries to the islands south of us. Their names are Tohi and?Toma. 
t Another Missionary has sivee settled at Papara. 
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When his corpse was about to be removed to Eimeo, all the people 
followed it to the water side ; and when they could follow it no further, 
they stood and gazed and wept, till the boat was far off at sea. 

The corpse was brought hither on the morning of our Missionary 
Prayer Meeting ; after which, our people went to fetch the body, which 
was carried by members of the church,‘and followed by a great number 
of people. After the interment, the people, of their own accord, paved 
the grave over neatly with stones, and strewed on the top white coral, 
which has an agreeable appearance. 





UNITED STATES—Tue Jews. 


AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MELIORATING THE CONDITION OF 
THE JEWS. 
Peter A. Jay, Ese. No. 63, Broadway, Treasurer. 
(Concluded from page 629.) 
ADDRESS To THE BoARD BY MR. JADOWNISKY. 


[ Translated by the Rev. Dr. Milledoler.] 


This is a document of much interest, and does great credit to the piety 
and talents of its author. It has been published in a pamphlet with the 
other papers alluded to in our last, as having been laid before the Socie- 
ty ; and we recommend the whole to an attentive perusal. We shall 
present to our readers some of the leading arguments, and most impor- 
tant facts, which they present in behalf of “ those of the circumcision.” 

The letters published in our last, have introduced Mr. Jadownisky 
and the object of his mission, and therefore we shall pass over the in- 
troductory part of his address, to the propositions, in the discussion of 
which he exhibits the principal “ difficulties that exist abroad in rela- 
tion to the conversion of the Jews,” and proposes various means of 
counteraction, and endeavours to show— 


*¢], Thatthe founding of a Christian Hebrew colony, which may perhaps best be 
done in America, is the most effectual measure that can be devised to promote the 
eternal welfare of that people, and to lay the foundation of their national conversion. 

“2. Thata colony founded in America, if it shall not be seriously injured in its 
commencement, will need a preparatory station in Europe, which shall serve as a 
telegraph to the Jews in that quarter, and in which inquirers into truth, as well as 
those who have embraced the truth, shall by previous, and all manner of useful in- 
struction, as well as trial of their character, be prepared for emigration to America. 

‘“¢ 3. That there are such important advantages connected with the station con- 
templated, or rather establishing by the Count in the vicinity of the Rhine, as will 
render it the most eligible to answer the great purposes contemplated.” 

Mr. Jadownisky commences his observations on the “ first proposi- 
tion” with a sketch of the history of former labours for the conversion of 
the Jews, and notices the successful exertions of the Rev. Professor Col- 
lenberg, who established a Jewish Institution at Halle, in Germany, in 
1728. 

He printed and circulated the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, with 
other suitable tracts, in German, and German Hebrew ; and we have 
the testimony of Stephen Shulze, who was employed among the Jews as 
a missionary from 1733 to 1756, in Europe, Asia, and Africa, that by 
reading these writings many were brought to serious reflection, and 
some made a “ public profession of Christianity.” They were driven 
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by persecution from their Jewish brethren to other countries where they 
were unknown, and these writings ‘“ were bought by their persecuting 
brethren and committed to the flames.” 

The interest which Christians begin to take in our day, shows that many 
think it a duty to care for the state of the Jews. 

‘« This,” says Mr.J. ‘ has been especially manifested by the Society organized 
through the indefatigable labours of the Rev. Mr. Frey, about twelve years ago in 
London, which, possessed of greater means than Collenberg, has not only re-print- 
ed and circulated his gospels and tracts, but thousands of copies of the whole of 
the New Testament, with additional tracts, in Hebrew, Hebrew German, and He- 
brew Polish.” 

He next enumerates some of the most distinguished converts from 
Judaism to the Christian faith, and Societies for the conversion of the 
Jews, (whose labours are already recorded in the present and preceding 
volumes of our work,) and with much truth remarks, that “ hindrances to 
propagating the gospel among the Jews, are unspeakably greater than the 
facilities. ‘The former are seldom learned from the public prints, and 
therefore deserve the more particular attention, for if we wait for that 
information from the public prints, it may be received when it is too late.” 

Of the difficulties and hindrances here alluded to, we can quote but 
one instance, although Mr, J. mentions a number of which he had been 
an eye-witness. 

“©On my way to this country, I met in a small town on the borders of Germany, 
a converted Jew, who by the reading of the New Testament was brought to reflec- 
tion. For a whole year he paid stolen visits (for he then lived with his parents) 
to a Christian minister of the place, to obtain Christian instruction. That well-dis- 
posed minister was satisfied of the faith of this Israelite, but would not consent to 
his union to the Christian church, until he had obtained some secular employment. 
When the Israelite, however, who could no longer conceal his faith in Christ, in- 
sisted upon being baptised, that sacred rite was administered. He is now without 
bread, and would be forsaken, were it not for his Jewish father, who, less bar- 
barous than others under similar circumstances, pays occasional attention to his 
wants,” 


And further : 


“¢ Independent of difficulties of the above description, the Jews themselves, on 
the other hand, are concerned to destroy every rising germ of Christian knowledge. 
They abuse and vilify, not only in societies and in public prints, those who go out 
from among them, but associate to buy up and commit to the flames, all writings of 
every description, prepared and circulated among them for their illumination and 
conversion.” 


Mr. Jadownisky closes this part of his address with affectionately and 
strongly urging the establishment of a colony for converted Jews in this 
country, as the best safeguard against these difficulties, and as the most 
likely means of hastening a national conversion of the Jews. 

The “ second proposition” contemplates the establishment of a pre- 
paratory school on the old continent, as necessary for training those 
who are to emigrate, and observing their growth in grace and true Chris- 
tian knowledge» 


“ Convinced of this, Count von der Recke was induced to purchase, for the sum 
of 20,000 rix dollars, a tract of land of about 40 acres, with buildings formerly used 
asa Monastery, the whole encompassed by awall, and to devote, and to commence 
preparing it for sucha station. Into this asylum Israelites that desire a knowledge 
of the truth can be received—can obtain instruction from a minister provided for 
that purpose, and according to their disposition and talents can be instructed in Ag- 
riculture, in the Mechanic arts, or in Manufactures, or can enter upon preparatory 
studies to become teachers of schools or ministers of the Gospel. 
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“The Asylum, under the name of the Society of Friends to Man, 
for the reception of forsaken orphans, and the children of criminals,” 
it is contended in the “ third proposition,” will afford greater advanta- 
ges than any other station which is likely t#be proposed. 

This institution was erected more than two years ago by Count von der 
Recke, and its operations have been much facilitated by an act of the 


King of Prussia, whereby the letters of the Society are franked through 
every part of his dominions. 


** Now as the conversion of the Jews forms a part of the labours of the Society of 
the Friends of Man, it will easily be perceived that the station of Count von der 
Recke will in this respect have a very great advantage ; and he himself, descended 
from one of the most illustrious families in Germany, will be a faithful labourer in 
this vineyard of the Lord. Having studied economy, and prepared himself for such 
an undertaking, he will not merely commit to others, but constantly superintend 
himself, this most interesting establishment. 

‘¢ The application of the Count to you, brethren, is entirely reasonable—He does 
not ask contributions for a series of years, but that present help which will enable 
him fairly to bring this work into operation. On this subject I will use his own 
words,—*‘ In great undertakings in Germany, much must be done before patronage 
can be induced.” Aid the Count, brethren, only so far, that he may bring his plan 
into operation, and there is no doubt but that when manufactories are established, 
agriculture and the arts are cultivated, and converted Jews are engaged in prayer 
and in labour at this station, that abundant help for its continuance and support 
will flow in from every pait of Europe.” 


We have room only in this place to add the following 
Remark by the Translator. 


{Count von der Recke is an unmarried man, of one of the first families in Germa- 
ny, and only 27 years of age. How soon has he learned that solid glory consists in 
serving God by doing good ! How entirely has he laid his greatness at the foot-of the 
Cross ! What a noble example to the youth of our country, and especially to those 
who have either obtained large fortunes by their personal industry, or inherited 
large patrimonies from their ancestors. Go, generous youth ! go and do likewise !} 


Address to the Christian Public by a Committee of the Board. 


This Society was instituted in 1819, and incorporated by the Legisla- 
ture of this state in March, 1820. Its Constitution and objects have 
been published in our last volume. A few extracts from this address 
must close our notice of this institution for the present. 


‘© The Directors of the American Society for meliorating the condition of the 
Jews, have great pleasure in presenting these documents to the public, confident 
that their christian fellow-citizens will also have pleasure in perusing them. Long, 
very long, has the house of Israel been in bondage among the nations ; but a time 
of release has been promised of God, has been hoped for both by them and by us, 
and is now certainly at hand. The signs of that time have appeared, and are every 
year becoming more distinctly visible. Apathy to the miseries of the circumcision 
is no longer universal ; and contempt for the person of a Jew ceases from the bosom 
of the Christian.” 


Allusion is next made to the prejudices of the Jews, and the former 
unwillingness of the Christian Church to extend its blessings to them ; 
and also, to the recent labours of many individuals agd societies, and 
proceeds : 


« The benevolent Adelberdt, Count von der Recke, von Vollmarstein, is endea~ 
vouring to effect the colonization of evangelized Israelites, in the vicinity of the 
Rhine, with design to co-operate with the American Scciety for meliorating the con- 
dition of the Jews. From him we received as his envoy a Christian of the circum~ 
cision, Mr. Jadownisky, who is now tnder our own eye, prosecuting his studies. 
Mr. Jadownisky is a young manof promising endowments. Born and educated a 
Jew, he has notread Moses and the Prophets in vain. His occupation asa teach- 
er, gave him opportunity of extending his acquaintance among Christians, and of 
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studying the great question concerning Jesus of Nazareth, ‘¢ Art thou he that should 
come, or do we look for another?” Persuaded that Jesus is the Christ, he by 
the grace of God received the word with gladness, and was baptized in the month of 
April, 1821. : 

“ The accompanying documents explain the nature of his mission to America; 
and his own address to the Society is proof of his talents. He is now 22 years of 
age, and is ardently pursuing studies to qualify him for the ministry of the gospel, 
as a messenger of mercy to the house of his Fathers. The Board have undertaken, 
in hopes of aid from the Christian public, to provide for the maintenance and educa- 
tion of this gentleman for the work to which he is devoted.” 


We invite the particular attention of our readers to the following. 


‘ The object of the Society, is to invite and receive from any part of the world, 
such Jews as do. already profess the Christian religion, or are desirous to receive 
Christian instruction, to form them into a colony, and to furnish them with ordinan- 
ces andemployment.” Hitherto the Directors have been without funds to effect a 
settlement, and without colonists to occupy under their care. Little has been done 
except creating a capacity for receiving donations from the benevolent, and for em- 
ploying them, when circumstances called for actual exertion. ‘The time for exer- 
tion is now arrived; and the means also begin to appear. The Jate excellent Pre- 
sident of the Society, Elias Boudinot, whose praise is in the Churches, has bequeath- 
ed 4000 acres of land as the scite of the colony, in Warren county, state of Penn- 
sylvania, or $1000, to aid in securing other lands for the purpose, at the option of 
the Board of Directors. The Directors have not yet decided on the alternative. 
An English gentleman, too, Mr. George Conquest, lately deceased in this city, has 
with great Christian liberality bequeathed for the benefit of the Society, the sum of 
two hundred pounds sterling, 889 dollars. We still stand in immediate need of 
funds; and to your contributions we confidently look for a supply. 

The current expenses of Mr. Jadownisky must be defrayed. We are well assur- 
ed, also, taat colonists will offer themselves, of the description and upon the terms 
which the constitution contemplates, so soon as the Society is prepared to give them 
a suitable residence in our free and happy land. Therefore this appeal, accompa- 
nied with a request to the benevolent, to organize auxiliary Societies, in the differ- 


ent towns and counties of the several states of this great and growing common- 
wealth.” 





UNION PRAYER MEETING. 


Tue fifteenth monthly Union Prayer Meeting was held in the Mari- 
ner’s Church, on Tuesday, the 5th inst. The Rev. William M‘Murray, 
of the Dutch Reformed Church, presided, and opened the meeting with 
prayer, and followed the reading of the seventh chapter of Matthew, 
with a short and appropriate address. The Rev. Messrs. Maclay, Heyer, 
and Ludlow, took a part in the exercises; and Mr. M‘Murray read ac- 
counts of revivals of religion in various places, a summary of which 
will be found below. ‘The meeting was well attended, and fourteen mi- 
nisters of different denominations were present. The whole exercises 
were solemn and impressive, and all appeared to feel the importance of 
earnest, constant, united prayer, for the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit 
on the churches and congregations in our city, which is the express ob- 
ject of the meeting. 

The next semi-monthly union prayer meeting was appointed to 'be 
held in the Associate Reformed Church in Pearl-street, near Broadway, 
on Wednesday evening, the 20th inst. at 7 o’clock. The Rev. Mr. 
Phillips, Pastor of that church, will preside. The Rev. Clergy are par- 


amg invited to attend, and take their seats in the pews near the 
pulpit. 


Vou. VII. 84 
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Revivaus or RE .IGION. 


CarisTIAns in this city are much encouraged by the favourable ap- 
pearances of several congregations. 

The Holy Spirit, in answer to prayer, has come amongst us “ to re- 
prove of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment,” and many are “ prick- 
ed in their hearts.” If Christians will labour zealously and pray fer- 
vently, greater blessings may be expected, for God has promised to give 
his Holy Spirit to them that ask Him. 

It it not deemed expedient to give any further account of the work of 
grace here in its present stage, but we shall improve the earliest proper 
opportunity to record such instances of Divine mercy as may tend to 
animate and encourage Christians. 

From New-Haven “ the influences of the Holy Spirit are not wholly 
withdrawn.—Some who have remained secure till this time, are making 
the important inquiry, and in one of the neighbouring villages several 
have been brought,” they trust, to the knowledge of the truth. 


(To be Continued.) 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF THE PROTESTANT EPIS- 
COPAL CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The Theological Seminary formerly established at New-Haven, Con- 
necticut, has been united with the school established in this state, and on 
Monday evening last the Seminary was opened under the new organiza- 
tion. ‘The exercise took place in Trinity church, which, at an early 
hour, was filled with a most respectable assembly. Divine Service was 
celebrated by the Rev. James Mitnor, D. D. Rector of St. George’s 
church. The Right Rev. Bishop Hosarr delivered an eloquent and 
appropriate address, and the whole exercises were truly interesting and 
deeply solemn. 

A collection was taken up to aid indigent students in the prosecu- 
tion of their studies. ‘There are about twenty-five students now con- 
nected with the seminary. 


MISSIONS OF THE UNITED BRETHREN, 
( Commonly calied Moravians. ) 


TxeE following contributions are acknowledged with much gratitude, 
by the agent of the department of the general mission concerns of the 
United Brethren, as having been received from 1st of January to 31st of 
Dec. 1821. in aid of said missions. 

A gentleman in the State of Maine, for the benefit of the wi- 

dows of the Moravian Mission in Greenland, by N. Willis, $ 5 00 
From a poor’s box at a boarding-house, at Litchfield, Connec- 

ticut, for the poor widows and orphans in Greenland, 

T., for ‘the Mission in Greenland, . - - 

Miss Eunice B. Whitney, of Boston, collected in a nursery, 52 34 
Mr. Edward Probyn, 3—A Lady, 3, - - - - 600 
Rev. Philo. P. Stewart, - - - 2 00 


The Female auxiliary Missionary Society of Bethlehem, Penn. 300 00 





Che Scamaws Magasine. 


They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; these see the > 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep.—They cry unte the Lord in their trouble, 
and he bringeth them out of their distresses.—Psalms. 


——_ aw —— 

BRITISH AND FOREIGN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY 
AND BETHEL UNION. 
(Continued from page 637.) 


Rev. C. Hyatt, said, “ I agree that attention enough was not given 
to them, and let any thinking man inquire the reason, and he will find 
one great reason was, there was not accommodation for them in our 
places of worship, and no Christians found to lead them there, but 
vather a disposition to push the sailor out again, if he did goin. I 
speak matter of fact, and it is well known to be so. My public labours 
have been confined now for nearly 20 years to Ratcliff-highway, where 
I have seen much of these men. I have marked their character ; but 
I am sorry to add, that many of these years passed without my paying 
that attention to them that I ought to have done. I hope to obtain for- 
giveness for it from the God I serve, and that my future conduct will 
discover my repentance for the past. We all feel anxious that some- 
thing should be done for seamen in the congregations in the neighbour- 
hood where I reside. Iam sure this meeting will forgive me, if I say, 
I rejoice in the success of this Society, and the Port of London Society 
also : we are not rivals, but friends and brethren. Iam happy to hear 
this Society has.so far succeeded, and I wish it may succeed more and 
more. ( Applause.) 

Mr. Smith has said that seamen are not much acquainted with isms, 
such as Calvinism, and Armenianism.* I believe this to be,the fact, 
they are better acquainted with Rheumatism ; but if they do not know 
what these are, they know what Christianity is, and they know how to 
do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God : and if ever this 
Society, or the Port of London Society, attempt to turn these men into 
any party or sectarian spirit, to baptism, independency, or presbyterian- 
ism, or any other, it will be in vain to expect any success or any happi- 
ness from their efforts. A sailor is an open, generous, noble-spirited 
man ; talk to him of any sects or opinions, he is at a loss, he is confined ; 
but point him to christianity, he finds himself at home, and he opens his 
heart to receive it; from the time a British seaman enters a place of 
worship, he begins to appear better than he did before. _T have observ- 
ed in my congregation, for near two years, a man of colour, with a blue 
jacket very much worn. I had watched this man, and, whenever the 

















* The following anecdote had just been related. 

‘¢ Two sailors were some time since conversing together about two strange terms, 
concerning which persons had been wrangling. ‘ Jack,” said one very innocently, 
“* What is the meaning of Calvinism and Armenianism ?” Jack very gravely replied, 
“Tom, I'll tell you ; they are the French names of two ropes that come down from 
the fore-top-mast cross trees, and lead down by the catharpins alongside the futtock 
shrouds, and make fast abaft the foremast on the forecastle.” 
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ship was in port, he was sure to attend.. I inquired if any person knew 
any thing about him, but no one seemed to have spoken with him, or to 
know any thing more of him than by seeing him there. I determined 
to speak to him myself, and it happened very happily that the very day 
I had made up my mind to speak to him, his old jacket was laid aside, 
and he had a new coat, a blue one, as they are fond of blue ; it is almost 
impossible to turn a sailor from his colours ; true blue is what he delights 
in. ( Applause.) After asking this man a few questions about his at- 
tendance, I said, “ you appear very respectable to-day; you have a 
good coat on your back.” “ Yes, Sir,” said he, “and I owe every thing 
to religion and to you.” I asked him, as he appeared so respectable, what 
situation he was in ; he informed me he was a cook, which is not a very 
high station ; but this man, from attention to religion, is not only im- 
proved in other respects, but his religion has benefitted him in his ap- 
parel and his deportment altogether. A man came to me, whom I per- 
ceived to be a sea-faring man, while we were erecting our place of wor- 
ship, stating that he was glad to see we were about to erect that place, 
and regretting he could not be at the opening of it, as he was going to 
the East Indies. He took a note out of his pocket, I saw it was a 5/. 
note, and was about to give it to the cause. I said to him, “ Can you 
spare this ?” he said, “ Yes, I think can. I am Captain of a little 
vessel, and I have reason to be thankful that, instead of spending my 
money ina useless way as I once did, I have been taught better, and I 
am now saving the money, instead of wasting it, and I think I can very 
well spare 5/. to this good object.” I mention this to show that seamen 
are generous men, and when they receive good they will return it again. 

R. H. Marten, &sq. The idea of ship preaching I first received from 
a friend at my left hand, (pointing to the Rev. G. C. Smith.) I was 
pleased with the thought ; and from the time I had the first conversation 
with him, it pleased God to put it into my heart, and I could not go to- 
sleep upon it, nor rest till it was accomplished ; and we have now seen 
the accomplishment of that great promise, which our friend Mr. Marks 
preached from yesterday. The times of the Fathers were not greater 
than ours ; they never had the honour of seeing a gallant Admiral, as we 
do here, at the head of an Institution, formed for conveying the glad 
tidings of salvation to poor seamen: and when we perceive that God has 
touched the hearts of the noble of the land, and that the same spirit is 
pervading the hearts of every rank and class of mankind, then we see 
that religion is what God said it should be; like the dew it penetrates 
every heart, and every pore, and does good every where. ( Applause.) 

I never before had the honour of hearing one preach who had been 
a Lieutenant, but when I heard him yesterday, I felt I lived in 
those times which ought to call my mind to give God immortal thanks 
for what he has done, not only in England, but in other places ; that 
such efforts are making for the conversion of sailors ; that their hearts 
are so opened and disposed to hear the Gospel ; and that they receive it 
as it were with open arms, and are saying, “‘ Come, and we will receive 
you.” (Applause. ) 

I consider that I have put my hand to the plough, and I cannot look 
back : it cannot be done by my efforts, or by those of my colleagues, but 
by the finger of God alone ; and I think from what we see, this time 
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can be called little less than the time of miracles not yet ceased ; but let 
us remember, that every kind of privilege we have imposes on us a cor- 
responding obligation ; it is not merely to hear that we assemble on these 
occasions, but when we come, and look, and know, and learn, what is 
doing, and whiat is to be done, we are to go back and practise it. We 
are all bound to do what we can: it is now, my Lord, if I may use a 
phrase with which you are well acquainted, “ our watch upon deck.” 
Let us take care we dont go to sleep upon our watch ; for if we do, 
those, who know more of maritime law than I do, can tell what would 
be the consequence ; and if we are not punished for it here, he who has 
his eyes continually upon us, will punish us hereafter ; but let us take 
care of trusting to our own strength, let us wait patiently, and work di- 
ligently, but not be precipitate ; he that runs himself out of breath can- 
not get to the end of his journey. Let us wait till we have the early and 
the latter rain ; and, if our lives should be spared, we shall see greater 
things than these ; and if our lives should be cut short, and shorter than 
perhaps we have any expectation, let us remember, that it is not he that 
has been most successful, but he that has been most faithful, that shall 
be approved by our Master. If any one have but a talent, only halfa 
talent or a quarter of a talent, it cannot be withheld with impunity. It 
ought to be employed for God’s honour and man’s eternal felicity. 

Rev. Mr. Smith.—“ Before the resolution is seconded, I beg to state, 
that we are favoured on this occasion with the company of an American 
Chief, whom I beg leave to introduce to you. The gentleman now be- 
fore you is the son of one who was eminently a friend of the Bible, and 
the Indians of the Colonies of North America. He has come on busi- 
ness of the tribe of Mohawk Indians, and he is here to-night to see what 
we are about. When he goes back he will havea noble fund of infor- 
mation for his countrymen.” 

The American Chief.—* My Lord, from the connection of my late 
father with this country, I gained in my youth a little acquaintance with 
the English language. We reside on the great river Erie, and we have 
many seamen on our lakés. As I was coming to this country, support- 
ed only by a plank from the deep below us, I could not but think how 
vain and how insufficient were the efforts of man without the blessing of 
God ! I am happy to be present on this occasion, where you are labour- 
ing to promote the happiness, not only of British seamen, but of the 
seamen of every country, and I sincerely hope that Almighty God will 
grant you success.” —( Great applause. ) 





For the Seaman’s Magazine. 
MARINE SOCIETY. 


The Fifty-second Annual Meeting of the Marine Society of the City 
and State of New-York, was held on Monday evening the 14th Feb. 
at Mitchell’s Hotel, in Fulton-street. The Meeting having been 


opened, Capt. James Lovett, from the Standing Committee, pre- 
sented the following 


REPORT. 


Your Committee, to whose management the concerns of this Society 
for the past year have been intrusted, beg leave to state, that by the aid 
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of the. funds of this humane institution, they have been enabled to con- 
tribute to the relief of seventy indigent widows of deceased members, 
many of whom have young and helpless children, who must otherwise 
have suffered great privation and distress. That number still remains 
on the list, on annual donations. The funds of the Society amount to a 
little more than $30,000, which is well secured by mortgages. In the 
offering this Report to the Society, the Committee cannot avoid ta- 
king a review of the past, and calling their attention to the future. 
This institution was incorporated in the year 1770, and was intend- 
ed solely to relieve the wants of the suffering widows and fatherless 
children of deceased members. Up to the year 1796, the amount ex- 
pended in donations was $14,185—from that time, until 1821, the 
amount. was $63,143, to which may be added, the sum of $1,685, dis- 
bursed for the education of the children of deceased members, between 
the years of 1808 and 1812, making a total of $79,013, which has 
been applied in the most judicious manner, and in a way most conge- 
nial to every heart that “ feels for others’ wo.” 

This Society was intended as a permanent charitable fund, and it is 
with regret that your Committee are compelled to state, that its re- 
sources are declining, whilst deserving objects for its relief are increasing. 
At the same time, however, they indulge the most sanguine hope, that 
this fact being known, will stimulate its generous members to renew 
their exertions ; not only by punctually paying their quarterly dues, 
but by inducing others to unite with them in this noble cause of charity. 
It is presumed that every respectable shipmaster, at least those who have 
families, will at once enrol his name as a member, when he is reminded that 
an institution exists, which will secure to the partner of his joys and the 
children of his love, a refuge from want and distress, in the event of his 
misfortune and death, to both of which, his calling so imminently ex- 
poses him. If they should never need it, he will have the consolation of 
knowing that his charity will be faithfully applied, to relieve the families 
of those who, like himself, have encountered the dangers of the sea, and 
like him been exposed to the peltings of the pitiless storm. But if, on 
the contrary, he should be wrecked by wayward fortune, and those de- 
pendent on him be deprived of their support, to know that his wife and 
children are not to be wholly destitute, must afford him unspeakable con- 
solation, even in the hour of death. It is also to be hoped, that 
an appeal to our respectable and wealthy merchants, would not prove 
unavailing. Although they can derive no pecuniary benefit from the in- 
stitution, yet when it is considered that it is for the advantage of the 
helpless families of those whose labours have been spent, and whose 
lives perhaps been lost in their service, it is natural to expect they will 
feel no small degree of solicitude on the subject, and be induced to 
follow the example of the great Father of his Country, who early 
became an honorary member of this Society. Your Committee feel 
confident, that by adopting the means recommended, they cannot fail of 
success; and they look forward with pleasing anticipation to the time 
when this Society, by an increase of its funds, shall be enabled not only 
to alleviate the bodily sufferings of the Widow and the Orphan, but to 
instruct the minds of the latter, so as to render them useful members of 
the human family. In behalf of the Committee, 

JAMES LOVETT, Chairman. 


CuristorneR Prince, Secretary. 





Reports of Bethel Companies. 


LIVERPOOL BETHEL UNION.—Reponrts. 


AN interesting case lately occurred.—One of the Bethel friends, see- 
ing the door open of a house of ill fame in the neighbourhood, looked 
in, and saw there, sitting by the fire, a young man, an American. He 
said, if the youth was not particularly engaged, he would wish to speak 
to him. The young man came to the door. The friend then observed, 
“We have at hand in the next street a meeting for sailors, and should be 
glad of your company.” “ A meeting! whatto dor” “For prayer: 
will you go, shipmate ? it will do you more good than stopping here.” 
After some hesitation, he said, “to be sure, I ought not to be here insuch 
a place as this; God has been very good to me, for 1 was washed over- 
board in a gale of wind in the passage from America to this port, and 
was preserved from death by a miracle. 1 ought not to forget to be 
grateful for such mercy ; but, this girl! oh, this girl, she got hold of me, 
and was hurrying me to destruction. I ought to thank God for his mer- 
cies.” He then burst from the girl, turned a deaf ear to her invitations, 
locked his arm within the arm of our Bethel friend, stowed himself away 
in the Bethel prayer meeting, and appeared much affected at the so- 
lemn service, and thankful that he had escaped the snare. 

Thursday, Oct. 25.—Some of the Bethel Members, in passing through 
a street, where were many abandoned characters, and seeing a door 
open, looked in. Several young females were there, and three or four 
seamen, whom they had allured into their nursery of misery and guilt. 
The members addressed them thus, “ If none of you are particularly 
engaged this evening, there is a Sailors’ meeting just at hand, and we 
should be glad of your company.” The same invitation was given to 
the girls. One excused herself by not having shoes. Another had no 
apron; she was advised to borrow one; she went up stairs and brought 
down a piece of coarse cloth and tied it before her. Thus equipped, she 
and another of the women entered the prayer-meeting with the Bethel 
friends. They behaved with the greatest seriousness and decorum, and 
returned home, but not with the same depraved feelings they brought with 
them. The next evening some Bethel friends called at the same house, 
when one of the girls stated that her sister, who had accompanied her to 
the prayer-meeting, was so affected and alarmed that she would no longer 
remain with them, but had returned home to her friends. She was en- 
treated to inform them where her friends resided, but she would not: she 
appeared in great confusion, conscious, as it was supposed, that she had 
heen the guilty instrument in prevailing upon her sister to forsake the 
home of her parents and join with her in the works of iniquity. 

N. B. Upon later inquiry, the above conjecture appears correct, and it 
has been satisfactorily ascertained that a change has been effected in the 
life and conversation of the girl who had returned to her parents. 

Oct. 29.—Two sailors waited upon a member of the Bethel compa- 
nies to be informed of the evenings and places where the Bethel prayer- 
meetings would be held. They were asked if they had just arrived in 
port.— No, sir, we have been here these two weeks; we do not expect 
to go to sea immediately, having no employment; and we conceive it 
will be more comfortable to spend our evenings at a prayer-meeting than 
in a pot-house. We were unacquainted with these meetings before last 
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week : being with a shipmate in a public-house drinking, a person came 
in and said there was a sailor’s prayer-meeting in the next street. We 
sat talking about this meeting while drmking our ale; at last, we agreed 
to go, and spend half an hour there instead of calling for more drink ; 
and, I assure-you, sir, we found ourselves greatly melted with the good 
prayers the kind people were making for sailors. | We also had Tracts 
given us. We could scarce close our eyes that night for thinking of it. 
We never before thought what sinful creatures we were. We purpose 
going all weathers to any part of the town.” On turning to go away 
they said, “ May a sailor’s blessing rest upon you all.” 

The Committee for Boarding and Lodging-houses have to state, that 
they have continued to visit, by District Visiters, the houses selected by 
them, the housekeepers of which continue to follow up the views of the 
Society, by promoting among Seamen their attendance at places of wor- 
ship on the Sabbath, and by encouraging the reading of the Scriptures 
in their houses. 

Your Committee have arranged and distributed Libraries in all the 
houses in which Seamen are at present, and others are ready for distri- 
bution when required. They have made the Bible, Testament, and a 
volume of Tracts, the ground-work of each Library, and for the pre- 
sent satisfy themselves with giving one book for each Seaman, intend- 
ing to increase them when found necessary. 





MARINE BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Donations, &§c. received from January 1, to March 7, 1822. 
From Capt. Alexander I, Cartwright, 





2 00 
Seaman on board ship Otho, 1 00 
From donation boxes on board following vessels : 
Brig Phoebe-Ann, Holmes, 171 
Ditto, 2 56 
Steam-Boat Fulton, Law, 212 
Ditto, Connecticut, Bunker, 1 6 
Donation at the Depository, «28 
John Stevens, ann. subscription, 100 
Joseph Otis, do. 5 00 
March 7, 1822. § 16 73 


See eahieneeineieel 
TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


WE have received a communication from “‘ The Editors of the Reformer,” with 
two numbers of that work ; but this number of the Herald had proceeded so far 
through the press, that we have room only to say, that unless those persons who 
commenced the attack on Mr. Ward and the Serampore Mission will come forward 
in their own names, we do not think it worth our while to take any further notice of 
the subject, as the statement of Messrs. Bethune and Colgate, in our opinion, 
remains unanswered. There are some things, however, in the communications of 
the Editors of the Reformer on which we may remark, but if they are really desirous 
to seek the truth, we would recommend them to accept the proposition of B. and C. 
to refer the subject to commissioners. 





